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Background

This quarterly report, mandated by the WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) law, is a summary of New
Jersey's welfare program. The data elements included in the report are those specified by N.J.S.A.
44:10-41.

Part One: WorkFirst NJ Caseload

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
28,210 families received WFN}/TANF at the end of June 2015, down 7% from the previous quarter.
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Figure 1: TANF family caseload by quarter.

Client Deferrals and Exemptions

Of the total TANF family caseload (28,210}, 12,660 cases (45%) had an adult in the household with
a mandatory WFN]/TANF work requirement, 7,506 cases (27%) were exempt child-only house-
holds and 3,230 cases (11%) had a long-term health deferral. 4,814 cases (17%) had some other
type of deferral.
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Figure 2: TANF caseload by case status as of June, 2015.
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General Assistance (GA)

The number of persons receiving General Assistance (GA) continued to decline, ending June at
26,012, That figure was down 7% from the previous quarter.
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Figure 3: General Assistance (GA) participants by quarter.

Part Two: Employment and Work Preparation

Participation of WFNJ/TANF Clients in Employment-Directed Activities

In June 2015, 12,144 TANF clients were engaged in work activities. 3,515 (29%) of these individu-
als had begun working but were still receiving a partial cash assistance payment, due to income
disregards. '

Comm Work Exp Prog 4,081
Employed 3,515

Job search 1,168
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Figure 4: Participation of WFN]/TANF clients in employment-directed activities.
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Federal Participation Requirement

Of the recipients scheduled to participate in the work-directed activities, 3,862 participated at
levels sufficient to satisfy federal requirements.

Cases Closed Due to Employment

During the quarter, an average of 866 WFN]/TANF and GA clients left welfare for employment each
month. The number of employed TANF clients trended upward during the quarter, rising 3% from
April to June. Employed GA recipients increased 19% during the same period.
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Figure 5: GA and TANF clients leaving due to employment.

Major Reasons for TANF Case Closings

During the second quarter of 2015, 6,940 TANF cases were closed. 23% of these TANF cases closed
due to employment.

Table 1: Major reasons for case closing, Apr-Jun, 2015.

Reason for Closing Apr'l5 May'l5 Jun'ls Total
TANF sanctions 598 553 545 1,696
Employment 519 538 534 1,591
No eligible children 225 177 171 573
Recipient withdrawal 158 162 111 431
No redetermination 139 144 123 406
60-month time limit 56 86 66 208
Moved out of state 93 a4 64 201
Moved out of county 55 49 39 143
Unable to verify residence 54 44 39 137
Unemployment benefits 39 36 55 130
Recipient initiative 51 34 30 115
Other Closed Cases* 463 425 421 1,309

2,450 2,292 2,198 6,940

* Primarily unearned income-child support, pension, federal benefits.
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Earnings of TANF Recipients

During the second quarter of 2015, working WFN]/TANF earned an average of $10.37 per hour, an
increase of 9% since September 2014.
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Figure 6: Mean hourly wage of TANF recipients by quarter, September 2014 - June 2015.
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Statewide Job Openings

According to the NJ Department of Labor and Workforce Development, there were 238,250 job
openings statewide during the period from July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015. The majority of
positions available were in the Professional, Scientific and Technical Services category, followed by
the Finance and Insurance and Administration & Support, Waste Management & Remediation
Services.

Table 2: N] LWD Statewide Job Openings, July 2014 - June 2015.

Occupation Openings
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 64,939
Finance and insurance 30,732
Admin, & Support, Waste Mgmt. & Remediation Services 28,749
Health Care & Social Assistance * 26,039
Information 21,462
Retail Trade 15,185
Manufacturing 11,801
Transportation and Warehousing 10,351
Management of Companies and Enterprises 6,421
Wholesale Trade 5,408
Other Services 3,731
Accommodation and Food Services 3,190
Construction 2,701
Educational Services 2,628
Real Estate and Rental & Leasing 1,674
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 1,407
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting ; 1,016
Public Administration 492
Utilities 226
Mining 98

Total 238,250
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Part Three: Child Care

WENJ/TANF Cases Receiving Child Care Benefits

As of June 2015, over 3,500 WFN]/TANF clients received child care benefits. Post-TANF child care
benefits were issued to nearly 3,200 families who had become employed and were no longer
receiving cash assistance.
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Figure 7: WFN]/TANF cases receiving child care benefits by quarter, September 2014 - June 2015.
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